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Market Development

T

he Japanese market declined in April on the back of the Government announcing
fresh lockdowns in major cities and prefectures, such as Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto
and Hyogo towards the end of the month. Despite the Government requesting
large department stores and shops in major cities and towns to close or shorten
their operating hours, it has proven difficult to control the COVID situation due to
the number of people out in public. It seems the only solution is to speed up the
vaccination progress. In addition, restaurants have been banned from serving alcohol
on the theory that alcohol causes an increase in voices, which in turn can increase the
spread of COVID, but it was a “better than nothing” idea as the sales in such shops
and restaurants are unlikely to reach the levels they would if fully operational. Leisure
and hospitality businesses fared OK during the “Golden Week” holidays as people
were reluctant to stay at home. The slow progress of vaccinations in Japan is negatively
impacting overall domestic consumption, and we are yet to see any light at the end of
the tunnel.
In light of the above, we have reduced our exposure to domestic consumption
companies and added export-oriented electronics and machinery companies to the
portfolio.
Market Outlook
The vaccination process has just begun in Japan, and it is hoped that the benefits will
be seen sometime this year. People are waiting patiently for the complete re-opening of
the economy, and for the time when they may feel at ease again.
Meanwhile, PM Suga visited the US to strengthen the relationship between the two
countries. This is good for Japan and it improves the position of Japan in the PacificIndia region, offering greater protection to the country from unforeseen circumstances.
Vaccinations should end sometime this year. PM Suga will then begin to build a crisis
management system for Japan, as already in place in other Asian countries from when
they faced SARS and MRSA in the past.
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Ratings & Awards

Japanese pharmaceutical companies are in the process of producing vaccines
domestically and this will support us in the near future. We need to endure the severe
domestic consumption environment for the time being, and focus on a brighter future.
Earnings of companies are in line with expectations, but this may not be enough to
support a rallied market.
The Japanese Government may need to provide further relief to the Japanese people,
similar to the American Family Plan, especially for hospitality and restaurant business
operators. If this is the case, the Government should be working towards a supplemental
budget this year. We will maintain the current portfolio.
Portfolio Development
Takeuchi Manufacturing (6432) has been added to the portfolio. They manufacture and
sell construction machinery such as mini-shovels, crawlers and mixers. Takeuchi derives
45% of its sales from the United States, 19% from Austria, and 8% from China. Other
sales are from Germany, India, UK, France and Italy.
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Important Information - The views and statements contained herein
are those of Rheos Capital Works Inc in their capacity as Investment Adviser
to the Fund as of 11/05/2021 and are based on internal research and
modelling.

Warning - The contents of this document have neither been reviewed nor
endorsed by the Central Bank of Ireland or any other regulatory authority. If
you are in any doubt about any of the content of this document you should
obtain independent professional advice.

MorningstarTM Disclaimer - The Strategic Japan Opportunities
Fund (B JPY Class) received a 4-Star Overall Morningstar RatingTM
and a 4-Star 3-Year Morningstar RatingTM. Morningstar RatingTM as of
30/04/2021.
The Strategic Japan Opportunities Fund received a Morningstar 3 Globe
Morningstar Sustainability Award. Out of 1,084 Japan Equity funds as of
31/03/2021. Based on 92.51% of AUM. Data is based on long positions
only. Historical Sustainability Score as of 28/02/2021. Sustainability
Rating as of 31/03/2021. Sustainalytics provides company-level analysis
used in the calculation of Morningstar’s Historical Sustainability Score.
© 2021 Morningstar: All Rights Reserved. The information contained
herein where relative to Morningstar: (1) is proprietary to Morningstar
and/or its content providers; (2) may not be copied or distributed;
and (3) is not warranted to be accurate, complete or timely. Neither
Morningstar nor its content providers are responsible for any damages
or losses arising from any use of this information. Past performance is
no guarantee of future results. For more detailed information about
Morningstar Rating, including its methodology, please go to: http://
corporate.morningstar.com © 2021 Morningstar, Inc. All rights reserved.
The information contained herein: (1) is proprietary to Morningstar and/
or its content providers; (2) may not be copied or distributed; and (3) is
not warranted to be accurate, complete, or timely. Neither Morningstar
nor its content providers are responsible for any damages or losses arising
from any use of this information. Morningstar Rating past performance
is no guarantee of future results. For more detailed information about
Morningstar Rating, including its methodology, please go to: http://
corporate.morningstar.com.

Bloomberg® Disclaimer - Data presented herein is obtained via
Bloomberg PORT where stated. Any such data is subject to change from
the date of production of this document. Such changes may impact upon
comparative data between the investment and benchmark present. Such
information therefore is provided for reference purposes only, is subject to
change and should not be relied upon for an investment decision.

General Disclaimer - This marketing communication relates to E.I.
Sturdza Funds Plc (the “Company”) and its sub-fund Strategic Japan
Opportunities Fund (the “Fund”), an open-ended umbrella investment
company with variable capital and segregated liability between Funds
incorporated with limited liability in Ireland under the Companies Act
2014 with registration number 461518 and established as an undertaking
for collective investment in transferable securities (UCITS) pursuant to the
European Directive no 2009/65/EC as amended (the “UCITS directive”). This
communication is issued by E.I. Sturdza Funds plc, registered for distribution
in: France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
The Fund has appointed E.I. Sturdza Strategic Management Limited, as
the investment manager and global distributor and is regulated by the
Guernsey Financial Services Commission and registered under Company
Number: 35985. E.I. Sturdza Strategic Management Limited’s registered
office address is 3rd Floor, Frances House, Sir William Place, St Peter Port,
Guernsey GY1 1GX. E.I. Sturdza Strategic Management Limited is part of the
Eric Sturdza Banking Group. E.I. Sturdza Strategic Management Limited has
appointed E.I. Sturdza Investments Limited as sub-distributor. This document
is approved for issue in the United Kingdom to professional investors only by
E.I. Sturdza Investments Limited, Claridge House, 32 Davies Street, London,
W1K 4ND which is an appointed representative of Mirabella Advisers LLP
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. The
information contained herein is estimated, unaudited and may be subject to
change.
This document is not intended for US Persons pursuant to Regulation S
of the Securities and Exchange Commission under the U.S. Securities Act

of 1933, as amended (https://www.sec.gov). The Fund presented in this
document is not registered under United States federal securities laws or
any other applicable law in the states, territories and possessions of the
United States of America. Consequently, it cannot be marketed directly or
indirectly in the United States (including its territories and possessions or
areas subject to its jurisdiction) and to or for the benefit of U.S. Persons.
This document is for information purposes only and does not constitute
a recommendation to buy, sell or otherwise apply for shares in the Fund
and any of the sub-funds, nor does it constitute investment, legal or tax
advice. The information contained in this document reflects the opinion
of E.I. Sturdza Strategic Management Limited and may change without
notice. The Fund is subject to tax laws and regulations of Ireland.
Depending on your home country of residence, this might have an
impact on your investment. In general, the tax treatment depends on the
individual circumstances of each potential investor and may be subject to
change in the future. E.I. Sturdza Strategic Management Limited has not
considered the suitability of investment against your individual needs and
risk tolerance. Any potential investor should assess the suitability of this
investment solution to his/her risk profile. Investment in the Fund is suitable
only for those persons and institutions for whom such investment does not
represent a complete investment program, who understand the degree
of risk involved (as detailed under the section headed “Risk Factors” in
the Prospectus and Supplement), can tolerate a high level of volatility and
believe that the investment is suitable based on the investment objectives
and financial needs. Please consult your financial and tax adviser. Investing
in the Fund and any other sub-funds involves risks including the possible
loss of capital. There can be no assurance that a sub-fund’s investment
objective will be achieved or that there will be a return on capital. The
value of an investment may go down as well as up and you may not get
back the amount you originally invested. Past performance and forecasts
are not reliable indicators of future results. Performance figures do not take
into account commissions, costs incurred on the issue and redemption, nor
local taxes. Please note that performance figures, reference benchmarks
and asset allocation are provided for information purposes only. Before
any investment decisions, you must read the Fund Prospectus, the relevant
KIIDs, the articles of incorporation as well as the annual and semi-annual
reports, to find out about the inherent risks, fees and conditions of the
Fund. These documents are available free of charge at www.ericsturdza.com
as well as share prices. Alternatively the Fund documents can be obtained
by emailing info@ericsturdza.com. The latest Prospectus is available in
English and the KIIDs are available in one of the local languages. KIIDs
must be made available to the subscriber prior to subscription. Morningstar
is an independent provider of investment analysis. The Morningstar rating
is a quantitative assessment of past performance that takes into account
risk and inputted costs. It does not take into account qualitative elements
and is calculated on the basis of a (mathematical) formula. The classes are
categorised and compared with similar funds in the asset class, based on
their score and they are awarded one to five stars. In each category the top
10% receive 5 stars, the next 22.5% 4 stars, the next 35% 3 stars, the next
22.5% 2 stars, and the last 10% 1 star. The rating is calculated monthly on
the basis of historical performance over 3, 5 and 10 years and does not take
into account the future performance.

Switzerland - The Fund is registered with the FINMA for public
distribution to Swiss non-qualified investors. The Swiss Representative and
Swiss Paying Agent are Banque Eric Sturdza SA, Rue du Rhône 112, P.O.Box
3024, CH-1211 Geneva 3. Copies of the Swiss Prospectus, Swiss KIIDs,
Swiss articles of association, Swiss annual and semi-annual reports may be
obtained free of charge in English and French at the Swiss representative or
at www.ericsturdza.com. Publication of subscription/redemption prices and
NAV: www.fundinfo.com

United Kingdom - The Fund is a Recognised fund in the United
Kingdom under the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000. This
document is a financial promotion and has been approved for the purposes
of Section 21 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000, by E.I.
Sturdza Strategic Management Limited, which is an Authorised Schedule
5 entity. UK regulation for the protection of retail clients in the UK and
the compensation available under the UK Financial Services Compensation
scheme does not apply in respect of any investment or services provided
by an overseas person. FE Fundinfo (UK) Ltd – Facilities Agent.
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